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Silver Eye Offers an Alternative Focus
Pinhole Exhibition on View Now

(Pittsburgh, PA) Silver Eye Center for Photography proudly presents Alternative Focus on
view May 23 — June 14, 2008. This exhibition features pinhole photographs by Jesseca
Ferguson of Boston, Massachusetts and Tom Persinger of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The
pictures are dreamlike multi-layered arrangements where the lengthy process of creating
each picture is as important as the final result. Jesseca Ferguson and Tom Persinger offer
unique representations of both interior and exterior worlds. Ferguson assembles her pinhole
images with materials such as sheet music and book boards into photo-objects, while
Persinger captures the outdoors with lengthy exposures that present a continuity of moments.
Gallery Hours: Wednesday, Noon — 6:00 p.m., Thursday, Noon — 8:00 p.m., Friday, Noon —
6:00 p.m., Saturday, 11:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. or by appointment.

The Artists’ Reception will take place on Saturday, May 31, 2:00 — 4:00 p.m. Both Ferguson
and Persinger will be on hand at the opening reception to answer questions and discuss their
work. Admission is free. 1015 East Carson Street, South Side.

This collection of photographs was almost entirely created with the simplest of all cameras,
the pinhole camera. There is no glass lens, but a lightproof box with a small opening, which
allows light to enter. This light forms an upside down and reversed image on either film or
light-sensitive paper on the opposite side of the box. Exposure times tend to be lengthy
because such a small amount of light is admitted through the hole. The principle of a pinhole
camera or camera obscura (darkened room) has been studied and utilized throughout history
from ancient China and Greece to the Dutch masters of the 17" Century.

The slow handcrafted nature of this work is a refreshing response to the digital era of today.
With the advancement of digital cameras, picture taking and printing is more accessible and
faster than ever. Perhaps that is why there is something especially charming and captivating
about the simplicity of creating images with a box that has a tiny hole in its side. Alternative
Focus is an attempt to honor the magic, uncertainty, and mystery of this early process in
contemporary practice.

This exhibition is being presented simultaneously with the 295 Symposium 2008, which is
taking place in Pittsburgh, PA from May 29 — June 1, 2008. The symposium is an in-depth
exploration of lensless, alternative and adaptive photographic processes

Jesseca Ferguson’s work is almost all pinhole except for three images which were made with
a 19th-century lens. All are collaged and incorporate hand-made processes. Ferguson
explains, “Usually | work in my own studio, setting up arrangements of images and objects
culled from my “museum of memory,” which is my personal collection of oddments, books,
and artifacts. Using only natural light, my exposures often take several hours. | then contact
print my images using 19th-century techniques (or modern versions of antique processes)
requiring ultra-violet light. My work is slow, hand-built, and cumulative, rather like the layering
of dust or memories over time.” (more)



Both artists are interested in artistic processes that occur over a length of time. Tom
Persinger’s images depart from the common pursuit of using photography to capture single
decisive moments. His photographs are often the result of extended exposures. Persinger
explains, “Instead of taking dozens of photographs and sentimentally selecting the ‘one’
fraction of a second that perfectly encapsulates a place or time, | leave the shutter open to
record longer periods of time. The resulting images are made objectively and can only be
perfect representations of everything that transpired while the camera watched.”

Jesseca Ferguson earned her MFA from Tufts University, BFA from Massachusetts College
of Art, and AB (magna cum laude) from Harvard University. Ferguson has been making
pinhole photographs since 1991and is currently working in 19th century photographic
processes and collage. Her work has been included in solo and group exhibitions in the U.S.,
Poland, France, Italy, Belgium, Denmark, the Czech Republic, and England. Collections
include Bibliotheque nationale de France, Paris, France; Museet fur Fotokunst, Odense,
Denmark; Muzeum Historii Fotografii, Krakow, Poland; Fogg Art Museum, Cambridge, MA;
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, MA; Polaroid Collection, Waltham, MA; The Center for
Photography at Woodstock, Woodstock, NY.

Tom Persinger is a photographer and writer living in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. His
photographs have been included in numerous exhibitions and can be found in private
collections in both the United States and Europe. Persinger founded and directs
www.f295.0rg an international organization with more than 1,700 members interested in
exploration and dialogue regarding the art of lensless photography and the craft of alternative
and adaptive photographic processes. He organized the f295 Symposium on Lensless,
Alternative and Adaptive Photographic Processes (2007 & 2008), the 295 Seminar on
Contemporary Alternative Photography at B&H Photo and has been published in Ag,
Afterimage, Black and White Photography (UK), View Camera and the forthcoming edition of
Photographic Possibilities.

To request an interview with the artists and/or a CD with images, please call Amanda
Bloomfield at 412/431.1810, ext. 12 or email her at abloomfield@silvereye.org.

Media sponsorship of Alternative Focus kindly provided by WYEP/91.3 FM. Silver Eye Center for Photography is
generously supported by the Allegheny Regional Asset District, Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, The Heinz
Endowments, The Pittsburgh Foundation, The A.W. Mellon Charitable Trust of the Pittsburgh Foundation, an
anonymous donor, other local foundations and corporations, and our members.

The mission of Silver Eye Center for Photography is to serve the public through exposure to a wide range of
work by locally, nationally and internationally recognized photographers. A Pittsburgh institution since 1985,
Silver Eye Center for Photography is the oldest non-profit organization in Western Pennsylvania dedicated solely
to the understanding, appreciation, education, and promotion of photography as an art form and as an
expressive form of visual communication.

Silver Eye Center for Photography New Gallery Hours:

1015 East Carson Street Wednesday, Noon — 6:00 p.m.
Pittsburgh, PA 15203 Thursday, Noon — 8:00 p.m.
412-431-1810 Friday, Noon — 6:00 p.m.
www.silvereye.org Saturday, 11:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
Admission is free. Or by appointment
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